
 1 

St Thomas’ Church 

Trinity I 

June 23, 2019 

rmcneely+ 

 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 

 

We begin the long green Trinity Season with a Collect that 

acknowledges that due to our mortal nature 

 We can do nothing worthwhile without God’s grace; 

 

With an Epistle that eloquently summarizes the Love of God; 

 

And with a Gospel in which Jesus pulls back the veil 

And gives us a glimpse of heaven. 

Quite a start. 

 

This morning I want to focus us on John’s Epistle and the love of 

God. 

 

We have three epistles from John. 

The one from which the Epistle is taken today is a bit unusual. 

 It does not begin or end  

with the customary greeting and ending language, and 

 It is not directed to a specific person or church. 

 

It reads more like a summarized treatise than a letter. 

 This has led to speculation that it was 

 An outline from which John wrote his Gospel. 

 

As time went on in the waning years of the first century and the 

dawning years of the second 

 Early Christians became increasingly aware that John 

Was the last survivor of the 12 Apostles that Jesus had 

selected. 
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John was the youngest of them and so lived later among the 

churches. 

 

He was in great demand 

 Every church wanted him to visit them  

 To preach the Gospel and to tell them what it was like 

 To be with Jesus for those three years. 

 To tell them his first hand account of the crucifixion 

  Resurrection and ascension. 

As he aged he was unable to walk as far as the demand for his 

presence required. 

 And so his visits took on even more importance. 

 

It is said that near the end of his ministry he was invited to preach 

 At a church of Jesus 

And on the day appointed there was a large congregation of the 

faithful 

 And much anticipation 

At the appropriate time of the service 

 John rose and slowly walked the length of the nave 

to the altar 

with his walking stick punctuating the silence on the stone 

floor. 

He turned to face the people 

 And every eye was riveted upon him. 

He drew a breath and said: 

 My little children (his usual warm greeting) 

 Love one another. 

There was a pause as the people were expecting more. 

Finally someone asked, “Is that all?” 

John replied;  “it is enough” and walked back to his seat. 

 

Love one another.   
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I too could end this little sermon now and be satisfied that I had 

fulfilled my duty to you.  It is enough. 

 

But there is more to tell you  

about this remarkable Epistle of John’s. 

 

John is talking about love in the sense of Christian Love 

 More than a feeling of affection 

 Christian Love is what we do 

 It is sacrificial in nature. 

A Christian sacrifices or gives of himself or herself  

for the benefit of others 

 With no expectancy of reward or return of any kind. 

 

God’s love is pouring out onto us perpetually 

 A free gift 

 To those who will accept it with a pure heart. 

 And will give it away themselves in the service of God. 

 

The love of God that John expresses  

 Is not abstract, amorphous or ethereal 

 It is an active and living activity in our lives. 

 It is free,  

Uncaused, (in that we do nothing to cause God to love 

us) 

  And spontaneous. 

 

John begins with the bold assertion that God is the source and 

origin of all love in our world and that all true love derives from 

Him.   

 Even that God consists of love. 

 And that God’s love is the highest attribute of His being. 

He says “he that loveth must have been born of God.” 

 And that; if you love, you know God. 

 Because God is love. 
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This is one of three places in the Bible in which an author is so 

bold as to name what God is made of and what His nature is. 

 John is not shy and states twice that God is Love. 

Here is the most comprehensive and sublime affirmation 

about God’s Being =  Love. 

 

Further John says that ALL God’s activity is loving activity. 

  

John says those who have the love of God are “of God” 

 Are the children of God. 

You know them almost immediately when you meet them.   

John says that people who do not have the love of God 

 Are not His children 

 Are instead the children of the devil.   

 And you know them almost immediately too. 

John points out that God had shown us His love in two ways 

 

He has given us the sacrifice of His only begotten Son 

 He gave us the life of Jesus 

 To redeem us from our sins 

 To give us the possibility of everlasting life 

 

And He has given us the Holy Ghost 

 To dwell in our hearts 

 And to perfect a love in our hearts 

  So we can show forth a love in return  

for God’s initial outpouring toward us 

  And a love shown forth  

in our relations with our fellows. 

Without this gift of the Holy Ghost 

 Our hearts are cold and  

 Our minds are dark. 
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John goes further still. 

He writes that God’s love originates in God Himself 

 Is then manifested in His Son, 

 And then startlingly  

  Is perfected in His people. 

That is to say that God’s love is brought to perfection 

 Comes to fruition  

only when it is reproduced in us. 

 When we love each other. 

           

Let’s think about it the other way round; 

 When we love each other 

 God’s love is perfected; is completed. 

 

Let that sink in a moment before I go on. 

 

 

John suggests that we must love God because He loves us. 

 An almost organic or autonomic response 

 To the love of God. 

 

And further, that if God loves us 

 We must therefore love one another. 

 How could we not love the fellow creatures of God 

  In whom the love of God dwells? 

 Are we not drawn together by God’s love  

in some mystical way? 

Jesus’ two chief commandments were both commanding love 

 Love God with all our hearts minds and souls and 

 Love our neighbor as ourselves. 
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They go together, these two commandments,  

for the love of our neighbor  

is the outward test by which we may know  

the reality and sincerity of our inward love of  

Him who is invisible  

but whose nature and purpose  

were made known to us in Jesus. 

 

Finally John notes that where the love of God dwells 

 There can be no fear. 

 We cannot love God and be afraid of Him at the same time. 

 If we love Him there is nothing to fear 

About God, the Judgment day, our salvation or the end 

times. 

If that is true then nothing on this side of the grave 

should cause us to fear.   

John concludes with the notion that where the love of God dwells 

 There can be no hate either. 

 Love is the antidote to hate 

 And hate cannot survive it. 

 

Love is the most powerful force on the face of the earth. 

 If you think about it 

 Hatred is the tool of the devil, who hopes to distract us from 

  The commandments of Jesus. 

 Hatred causes terrible harm to come to people. 

  And base human nature is to immediately retaliate 

  But history has taught that retaliation usually begets 

   Only more hatred 

   More harm  

in a vicious cycle. 

With lamentable exceptions, love is the agent that binds our 

families 

 Heals wounds, raises our children and grandchildren 

 Defeats the evil  
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Love is the force that brings communities together 

That allows us to unite around a common cause. 

 

It is the force that makes allies out of enemies. 

 As we approach the anniversary of the American Revolution 

Our staunchest ally today, Great Britain 

is the Country with which the war was fought 

to make us free. 

 

After WWII it was love overcoming hatred that encouraged the 

rebuilding 

of Germany and Japan  

which are now great nation-friends and trading partners 

 

Love takes longer to have its effect. 

 But is longer lasting 

 And far more effective in the long run. 

 Far more powerful.  

Why wouldn’t it be? 

 It is a gift from God. 

 

We are to Love one another as Jesus has loved us. 

 It is enough. 

  

 

 

 

 

    

  

  


