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Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in 

That my house may be filled. 

 

I warned you that the 23 weeks of the Trinity Season would be 

quite a ride. 

It opened last week with St John’s message about Christian Love 

 And its connection with how we are to live our lives. 

This week, in the same Epistle, St John slaps us around a little 

 And St Luke drives it home 

 With a parable from the lips of Jesus 

The message should make us squirm a little 

 Take us out of our comfort zones. 

I was hoping that I got it all wrong 

 When the Holy Ghost put this sermon into my head 

 Prayed for a do-over or a re-count. 

But no dice. 

 

I didn’t like the message any better than you will. 

It should make you uncomfortable. 

 

Today St John in his loving way 

 Gently puts his arm around our shoulders and whispers; 

 It is well that you bear the love of God in your heart. 

 That you speak the love of God with your tongue 

But that counts for nothing 

 If you do not act: 

 Do not perform the love of God in your life. 

 

He writes: 

 “My little children; let us not love in word,  

 neither in tongue, 

 but in deed and in truth” 
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You see, Christianity is not a passive 

 Introspective 

 Way of life. 

 Not something we learn and then bottle up 

 For personal consumption. 

 

It is an active life 

 Receiving the Love of God 

 And doing His will with it. 

 Spreading the grace God has given us. 

 Giving it away. 

 

Jesus means it when He commanded that we 

 Love our neighbor as ourselves 

 Love them as Jesus loves us. 

 

There is an ancient expression of the Apache 

 First heard by white men in connection  

 With a series of broken treaties 

 Between the Americans and the Native Nations 

 

Of some of the Americans, they said; 

 They talk the talk 

 But they do not walk the walk. 

Simple people who observed a difference between 

 What people said and what they did. 

 

St John warns us that the Love of God demands 

 Expression in the manner in which we live our lives 

 Our Apache friends would say 

 That we must walk the walk too. 
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Perhaps the consequence is exaggerated to this lawyer/priest 

 But the take away of this Second Sunday in Trinity; is this: 

 In a Christian Life 

 It is what we do with that life that counts 

 And holding the proper beliefs 

 Holding the Love of God 

 Even speaking the love of God 

 Is important 

But it is not enough. 

 

If that is the take away, what should the message of St John 

Mean to us? 

 In this 21st Century 

 In this City named after St Francis 

 In this little miracle church 

 Among some of God’s finest Christians? 

 

We must look to the Parable of Jesus, the Christ 

 Given us my St Luke in today’s Gospel. 

That is where we will find meaning today 

 For the Right Here  

 And the Right Now 

The parable is obvious 

 The host of the celebration is God 

 He has done the planning for a great feast.  The Church 

 He has done the grocery shopping 

 Written the list of those invited 

 He has announced the feast 

  Even sent bids to many 

The hall is ready, the candles lit 

 The table is set 

But the guests fain feeble excuse 

 Completely without substance 

 They simply wimp out 

 Lack the will or the courage to come to the feast 
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God sends His servants 

 His disciples, His Apostles,  

 The clergy and the congregations 

 He sends you and me 

To spread the invitation 

 And yet there is room. 

 

He sends them out again and again with instruction 

 That all are bid to the feast 

There is no condition 

 Of body 

 Of infirmity    That disqualifies anyone 

 Of mind     from the feast 

 Of spirit     from the House of God 

 Of wealth     from the Church of Christ 

 Of demography 

 Of creed 

 Of color 

 Of country 

So here it comes, the punch line of the day; 

Putting it all together 

 If we must act on the Love of God 

 And if He has sent us to the highways and the hedges 

 To summon people to the banquet 

 To fill the seats of His Church. 

What are we actually doing about it? 

 What an I doing about it? 

 What are you doing about it? 

 

Applied to St Thomas’ Church 

 In Pacific Heights 

 Of San Francisco, California 

What are we doing to bring people to this little House of God? 
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We  know that we have thrived here for 22 years when many said 

we could not last 2 in this secular environment. 

 

But we know we have more people over 75 that we have people 

under 50. 

We know that in the past three years God has sent us 11 families 

with 20 young children. 

 We regularly see less than half of them. 

We know what a blessing these kids are in 21st Century San 

Francisco. 

 

And we know that in order to hand what God has started here to 

the next generation of devout Christians 

 We must go out to the highways and hedges 

  Just as in the Parable 

  And summon them to Gods’ Feast.  To God’s house. 

 

Not just to perpetuate the miracle of St Thomas’ Church 

 But because we must Walk the Talk 

 We must spread the word of God and summon them in 

  As Jesus commands in the parable. 

 

Or in the words of St John: 

 Let us not love in word 

 Neither in tongue 

 But in deed and in truth. 

That is our solemn duty as Christians. 

 

So what are we to do 

 To fill the seats at the banquet? 
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Two Summers ago 

 We met in the Leslie Wilder Parish Hall 

 With a single purpose: 

  To illicit all the ideas that we could collectively list 

  For the expansion of God’s Church 

  To fill the seats at His banquet 

It was a glorious day 

 We had a barbecue lunch 

 And you were expansive and imaginative 

 You were energetic and occasionally hilarious. 

 

Since then, with the help of many of you, several of your ideas 

have been implemented: 

We have a fine and functional web site  

that has directed a number of visitors to God’s Church. 

We have a presence on Yelp and FaceBook,  

although both need constant maintenance. 

 

We are on Google Maps. 

 

We have improved our signage on the porch for our events. 

 

We have a permanent brochure box on the sidewalk that many 

people have used. 

 

Our Chapter of the Anglican Church Women 

 Have sponsored a jumble sale that both generated funds for 

the Church and let people know a little about St Thomas’ 

 

You talked about supporting a local charity 

 And you have donated hundreds of dollars to Raphael House 

 You have graciously supported fire victims in Sonoma,  

Napa, Butte and Shasta Counties. 

 

 



 7 

You spoke of using the Church and Parish Hall to host community 

events 

 We honored our St Thomas’ artists and were a venue 

 Of the OpenStudio event sponsored by ArtSpan. 

 Many of our neighbors visited the church  

one family joined us  

and a good number of people realized they had a church in 

the neighborhood. 

 

We have opened the Church and Parish Hall to the parents of 

young children of the parish with St Tom’s Place, a refuge and 

respite for our and Moms and Dads. 

 

There are other plans that may come together before the end of the 

year. 

There remains a good deal of curiosity in the neighborhood 

about who we are  

and what we do  

behind these all too often closed doors. 

So ACW will be assisting with an Open House for the 

neighborhood. 

 

And we will participate in the OpenStudio event again this 

November. 

 

Our progress has been and will continue to be slow. 

 It is due to the many hours that many of you have devoted to 

the task. 

 Please accept my personal thanks and appreciation for all you 

do. 

 But the reward is in the service that you have given to God 

 In your work. 

 

These are but the tools that will allow us to do God’s will with His 

Church. 
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The time is upon us to move to the next phase 

 The direct human phase 

 In which you can make a large contribution. 

 And many of you are already at work doing it. 

 

There is no underestimating the value and worth of your personal 

contact. 

 When the subject is appropriate, mention St Thomas’ to your 

friends, acquaintances and relatives. 

 Invite them to join you here 

 Drive them here 

 Introduce them around at the coffee hour. 

 Answer their questions about the Church,  

Christianity, Anglicanism. 

 

You are one of the best reasons for your friends to come to church 

 You are the best resource God has to fill the seats  

at His table. 

 

In the words of Christ in the Parable of today’s Gospel 

It is time that you and I must  

 

Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in 

That God’s house may be filled. 
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